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 Isle of Wight Scout ing ’s  Newsletter  December 2009 
   

The Bumper December issue! 
 
It hardly seems possible that another year 
is almost over, and it’s already a decade 
since we were all celebrating the new 
millennium.  Much has happened since 
then . . . Scouting’s Centenary and the 
World Jamboree here in the UK, a new 
Chief Scout, a new County Commissioner 
for the Island, and now we’re already 
making preparations for our next group of 
young people to go to the 22nd World 
Jamboree, this time in Sweden in 2011.  
 
 
Jamboree 2011 Selection Camp 

 
Over Halloween, 24 Island Scouts and 
Explorers took part in the Jamboree 
Selection at Lyons Copse in Hampshire. 
   

They set up camp in the dark, had 8 hours 
of fun and challenges on Saturday, then 
struck camp in torrential rain and strong 
winds on Sunday!  One highlight for many 
was the Halloween Karaoke night, where 
the Isle of Wight made their presence 
known, in case they hadn’t already been 
heard at the Campfire the night before!  
 

The Island has 18 places for the Sweden 
Jamboree, so not everyone could be 
chosen . . . but we do have a strong 
reserve list!  Team spirit was excellent, 
and all who attended had a really good 
time, despite the weather! 
 

The next challenge for the unit is to 
fundraise towards the cost of the trip. 
Support from Groups and Units to take 
part in or run events to raise funds will be 
really appreciated. 
 

The 18 chosen will represent the Island 
and form 50% of a unit with Hampshire, so 
time and commitment is required to 
establish a solid unit of 36 ready to meet 
the rest of the world in 2011! 
 

Claire & Paul Steen, Contingent Leaders 

 
Farewell to an old friend 
 
Oliver Roome CBE DL 1921-2009 
Oliver was appointed Island Commissioner 
in 1977, exactly 30 years after his father had 
been appointed.  He served Island Scouting 
with great distinction for 8 years and 
oversaw the expansion of the Movement on 
the Island, particularly in the East Wight with 
new Groups opening at Lake, Godshill and 
Ryde.  His service continued in later years 
as President of the Island Association. 
 
Oliver was always very approachable, a real 
‘gentleman’, courteous and kind with a great 
sense of humour.  One of his early tasks 
was to administer funds left to Island Scouts 
by past Island Commissioner, Golly Mitchell, 
which ultimately benefited many Island 
Groups and, in particular, Corf campsite.  He 
was an enthusiastic sailor and, through his 
contacts, obtained places for Scouts on the 
STA schooners (see page 6). 
 
Oliver always followed up invitations, and 
was a regular visitor to most Groups’ 
‘special’ events, competitions, camps and 
hikes.  He loved chatting to the Leaders, 
Scouts and Cubs, and rarely forgot a name. 
His many Scouting friends will be sad at his 
passing but he has left a lasting impression 
which will not be forgotten.   
 

 
Island Commissioner, Oliver Roome,  presenting Chief Scout 

Awards to Venture Scouts from 1st Chale and Niton Group 
 

There will be a Memorial Service for Oliver 
at All Saints’ Church, Freshwater at noon on 
21st December.  All are welcome. 
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In this Issue…  
��� �  Island Scouting  
    in Action 

 ��� �  Noticeboard 
     and Diary 
 ��� �  Training News 
 ��� �  Other News: 
     Big Day Out  
     Tall Ships 
     Duke of Kent 
 
Many thanks to 
everyone who has 
sent in articles and 
pictures for this 
issue. 
 
 
 
Contribution 
Deadline for  
next issue: 
20th February for 
March 2010 
 
Contributions to: 
rosey.messing@ 
talk21.com 
Rosey Messing 
Eden Cottage 
The Shute 
Newchurch 
PO36 0NW 
 
 
 
  

HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS…

and lots of 
Scouting Fun 

and Adventure 
in 2010! 
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ISLAND SCOUTING IN ACTION 
 
All change at 1 st Wootton!   
 
It has been all change for 1st Wootton in 2009, with 
the Group welcoming some new faces.  Terry Cook 
was appointed as the new GSL and with the help of 
the Leaders, old and new, the 1st Wootton Scout Hall 
got a makeover. 
 

 
 
Everyone got a little messy re-doing the Hall! Pictured L-R: ACSL Sarah 
Burnham, CSL David Morrison, Helper Chris Morrison, GSL Terry Cook, 

Front: Helper and past GSL Peter Flynn. 

   
 
Young Leader Training Camp  
 
The Autumn Young Leader Training Camp took 
place at 1st Brighstone HQ in October, with 10 young 
people taking part in a really intensive weekend.  We 
covered 8 modules from Friday night through to 
Sunday afternoon and worked until 9 pm on 
Saturday evening, mainly because we were doing 
the Game On module and they wanted to try out 
their newly invented games!   The training is an 
opportunity for the young people to try out their ideas 
and test them out as well as gaining new knowledge 
and skills.   
 
Following the training, they are all encouraged to 
work within their Groups, with the assistance of their 
Section Leaders, to plan and deliver evenings in 
order to achieve their Missions!   The Missions are 
how their training is validated, similar to the Adult 
Training Scheme.  There are many similarities 
between the Adult and Young Leaders’ Schemes 
and we are always impressed by the attitude and 
commitment by those who sign up for this. 
 

Please contact Claire and Paul Steen 
on sticky98@onwight.net or 521247 if 
you know of any one interested in 
becoming a Young Leader. 
 

 
 
Experience counts when it comes to pitching 
a tent . . .   

 

 
 
As part of their Fun Day on 12th September, 1st 
Northwood Scouts invited a team of ‘senior’ Scouts 
to compete in the tent pitching competition. The team 
consisted of Anthony Roberts (CC), Geoff Brown 
(DCC), Mandy Holloway (DC WW), and GSL, Colin 
Cundall.  The ‘seniors’ beat a team from Cowes 
Explorer Unit by just 12 seconds . . . proving that 
experience still counts! 
 
The day was not only aimed at raising funds for a 
new pioneering hut, but also to celebrate both the 
‘fun’ and traditional sides of Scouting.  There were 
demonstrations of basic and advanced Scouting 
skills, an assault course, tent pitching and tug of war 
competitions, and a chance to try circus skills and 
target practice.  There was even the fun of throwing 
wet sponges at friends . . . and the Scout Leaders! 
Special attractions included magic and Punch and 
Judy shows, the opportunity to explore a fire engine 
and a chip pan fire demonstration.  
 
1st Northwood Scouts are holding a Gang show on 
Sunday 12th December. If you’re interested in 
coming along contact Andy Neill on 295344 
andy@soundandmagic.fsnet.co.uk  
 
 
Winter Scout Camp 2010 – Gilwell   
 
When?    Weekend 8th – 10th January 2010 
Want to know more?  Ask Malc Smith (523560); he 
took 6th Newport Scouts to last year’s Gilwell Winter 
Camp.  Their verdict: “Enjoyed everything . . . quad 
bikes, robot wars, laser games, etc . . .!”   
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East Wight District Scout Camp 2009   
 
For the second year, the Camp took place at 
Nettlestone. There were 117 Scouts, 3 Cubs, 25 
Leaders and 8 others. This included our DC and her 
husband. On Friday, we started with a night hike 
organised by Paul Wray, which took in St Helens, the 
Duver and surrounding area. 

On Saturday, we had 8 bases on the 
campsite: Hot air balloons and model 
making, Pioneering, Radio, 
Observation, Shooting, Problem 
solving, Battleships, and Jenga. In 
the evening we walked to the Duver 

where we had an excellent 
barbeque, cooked for us by the 
Fellowship and the Rotary Club, 
followed by a campfire on the 
beach, led by Alan Garnett. 
On Sunday morning we went back 
to the Duver where we had Beach 
Olympics run by Steve Jones. The 
weather was amazing . . . hot, dry 
and sunny. Everybody seemed to 
have a good time. 
I would like to thank everyone who 
came for making it a Happy and 
Fun weekend. 
 

Jackie Hookey – DSL, East Wight 

Call in the SAS!  
 
Did you notice the article in Scouting that announced 
that the Scout Fellowship is to be renamed Scout 
Active Support unit (SAS) with its aim to be Practical, 
Supportive, Pro-active, Adaptable, Sociable, and 
Approachable. 
On the Island, the current East Wight Scout Fellowship 
has always been available to help with competitions, 
barbecues and catering, and to share the skills and 
experience that its Members have gained from their 
many years in Scouting . . . and they aim to continue to 
offer this support. 
The intention is for the Island SAS to be County-led. It’s 
members will not be able to run Section meetings, but 
are happy to give other support where they can – 
whatever their group is called – but strictly no 
‘commando rolls’! 
 
 
Eric Warner Night Hike 
 
East Wight Scouts battled the wind and rain overnight 
on 21st November in the Eric Warner Night Hike 
Competition.  The event started at 1st Brighstone HQ, 
and the eleven teams had to navigate their way through 
the footpaths to Corf. This year’s theme was ‘Moon 
Landing’ and the 11 teams, each with 4 Scouts, had to 
visit 7 ‘moon’ bases and tackle various tasks. 
Inevitably, some wrong paths were taken, but the 
excellent Search and Rescue Team got everyone back 

Queen’s Scout Pre sentation at Windsor   
 
Congratulations to Cuthbert Finch who found himself at 
Windsor recently, receiving his Queen’s Scout Award 
from Wayne Bulpitt, Commissioner for UK.   

 
While he was at 
Windsor, Cuthbert met 
Bear Grylls at the 
buffet breakfast. The 
Chief Scout gave an 
inspirational speech to 
the new Queen’s 
Scouts saying that 
their achievements 
mean that, having 
worked so hard to 
reach the top award in 

Scouting, now there shouldn’t be anything that they 
can’t do! 
 
For part of his Award, Cuthbert had spent some time at 
sea.  He says, “My Residential on the John Laing brig 
was great fun; I even survived being the only boy 
among a crew full of girls!  Finishing our Expedition at 
Brownsea Island gave us a spiritual connection with the 
origins of Scouting.” 
 
 
Where have all the boys gone?   
 
1st Godshill & Rookley were the first Group on the 
Island to have girls in Scouts.  It was so top secret that 
the first I knew of it was when I bumped into them on a 
hike competition at Corf!  A year later, we had the first 
girl Cub, Fern Westmore.  She made page 3 of The 
Sun and Mirror (no picture!) and front page of the 
County Press.   
Now at Cubs we have 10 girls and 6 boys.  Are the girls 
just discovering what fun we have and want some of 
the action?  Sadly, our Scouts are now long gone for 
want of a Leader, so our Cubs go on to Newchurch! 
 

Penny Weedon, CSL 1st Godshill & Rookley 
 
PS  At Godshill we have fond memories of Oliver 
Roome.   As Venture Scouts, both my sons went on the 
tall ships, and Oliver was a tower of strength in 
supporting and encouraging us when we built our HQ.  
He was always interested in people and what they were 
doing. 
 

 
on track, and all teams arrived 
safely at Corf, tired and muddy, 
but happy!  Then after the final 
‘moon’ quiz, few people got 
much sleep due to the level of 
excitement!!  Although the 
trophy went to Team India from 

1st Newchurch Scouts, congratulations should go to 
everyone who competed.  
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HQ AND ISLAND NOTICE BOARD  
 
East Wight District Opportunities 
 
We have the following vacancies: 
·  District Treasurer 
·  ADC (Beaver Scouts) 
·  District Beaver Scout Leader 
 
For more information, please contact Valerie 
Petley-Shaw, DC(EW) on 811508 or email 
valeriepetleyshaw@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
Shooting News: Tutor Courses  
 
The YPS Tutor Qualification is designed for people 
who will be training and tutoring youth in the sport of 
target shooting with air guns. It also provides the 
necessary information and authority to run general 
target shooting sessions as a Scout activity. 
Log your interest now; we will be running courses for 
Air Rifle and Air Pistol. Each course is 2 days long 
and is usually over a weekend; if there is sufficient 
interest a course can be run daytime during the 
week.  Cost £50.  Dates will be notified when there 
are sufficient requests. 
 
Contact Tony Elgar on 864442 or at 
anthony.elgar@talktalk.net  
 
 
Appointments Advisory Committee   
  
The Appointments Advisory Committee with its newly 
trained panel members has now met three times. 9 
candidates were recently put through at 2nd Cowes 
HQ, taking this years total to 48 adults. The one 
remaining session this year that is fully booked. The 
next free slots are on 12th January, and dates for 
February and March are to be confirmed. 
 

Paul Savill, ACC (Adult Support) 
 
 
Announcing the InTouch Scheme  
 
A new system known as InTouch will be replacing 
Home Contact between now and 1st September 
2010.  It is designed to be more flexible than the 
current scheme, and will no longer require someone 
to sit at home next to the phone throughout an event.  
These changes will be publicised in Scouting+ and 
Scouting magazine.   District Commissioners will 
decide when their District will move over to InTouch. 
 
Full details at www.scouts.org.uk/intouch. 
 
 

 
 
Dates for your Diary  
(Updates in red)  (Training Dates in blue) 
 
December 2009 
      1   Module 25, Assessing Learning 
      1   EW District Leaders Meeting 
      6   WW Beaver Outing – Panto 
      7   Training Access Session 
           + Child Protection Training 
      8   EW District Team Meeting 
     10  Module 3, Tools for the Job (Section Leader) 
     15  Module 25, Assessing Learning 
     16  Module 10, 1st Response 
     21  School Christmas Holiday 
 
January 2010  
      4   School Term starts 
      5   County Exec Meeting 
    14   EW GSL Meeting 
    16   Island Scouts Shooting Club Meeting 
    16   Module 10, First Response 
     17   Training Access Session 
            + Module 7, Valuing Diversity  
            + Module 11 Admin (Section Leader) 
     23   WW Cub Chess Competition 
     30   EW Scouts 5-a-side Football 
     31   Module 37, Advising on Adult Appointments 
 
February 2010 
    6/7   WW Sixers’ Weekend 
     11   Training Access Evening  
            + Module 15 Challenging Behaviour 
     14   Island Scouts Shooting Club Meeting 
15-21   School Half Term 
     22   Executive Committee Training 
     23   Module 10, First Response Refresher 
27/28   Managing & Supporting Scouting, Weekend One 
 
March 2010 

1 EW District Exec Meeting 
4     EW District Team Meeting 
6     Training Access Day  
       + Module 19, International 
       + Module 13, Growing the Movement (Sect. Ldr) 
7     Module 16 Beaver Sleepover only 
7     WW Cubs Skills Day 
9     Module 3, Tools for the Job (Section Leader) 

    13     Island Scouts Shooting Club Meeting 
    18     EW District Leaders’ Meeting 
19-21    Section Leader Wood Badge Weekend (1 of 2) 
    20     EW Supercub Competition 
    27     EW Scouts Skittles Competition 
 
 
 
 

HQ Updates 
 
Keep up to date by visiting  
www.scouts.org.uk/recentupdates  
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Child Protection Update    
 
Sara Greedy, Child Protection Coordinator, is 
running a Child Protection Update on Monday 7th 
December.  This informative and interactive session 
provides Leaders and Helpers with the latest 
information and advice on how to implement the 
Young People First Guidance, as well as what to do 
if a child discloses abuse to you, or you suspect a 
potential case of abuse. 
This training is open to all adults  in Scouting; every 
Leader should update their Child Protection training 
at least every 3 years.  You can book a place on this 
training via the on-line training diary or through Jane 
Fallick. 
 
Wood Badge Badges  

 
The Training Team have 
created a cloth Wood Badge 
for Adults who have 
completed their Training 
here on the Island.  These 
Badges are currently being 
issued to all Leaders who 
have been awarded their 
Wood Badge since Sept 

2007.  Any Leader who has completed their training 
on the Island previous to this date can purchase a 
badge – for further details please contact David 
Turner.  Anthony Roberts has given permission for 
this badge to be worn on Leader Uniforms, and 
should be sewn onto the Left Sleeve.  
 
Training Team Clothing! 
 
Every member of the Training Team has recently 
been issued with a maroon polo shirt carrying the 
Isle of Wight Logo and the words ‘Training Team’.  
This should make it easier to identify them at training 
events! 
 
 
Further NVQ places released  
 
45 further places have been released for Adults to 
complete an NVQ level 2 in Activity Leadership 
whilst completing their Adult Training.  Applications 
need to be submitted before the end of December 
2009 with a view to completing the NVQ by July 
2010.  If you are interested in gaining an NVQ, or 
would like more information on this scheme, please 
contact David Turner. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
New for 2010 
 
Wood Badge Weekends – The Training Team will 
be running two ‘Wood Badge Weekends’ during 
2010.  These weekends will contain most of the 
training necessary for the Section Leader Wood 
Badge (Modules not included: 1, 3, 10 & 16).  For 
further details and the dates, please contact David 
Turner or check out the Adult Training pages of the 
new County Website. 
Executive Committee Training  – During 2010, the 
Training Team will also be running Executive 
Committee training sessions.  These sessions will 
outline the responsibilities of Committee Members, 
the various roles on the Committee and being a 
Charity Trustee. For further details and the dates, 
please contact David Turner or check out the Adult 
Training pages of the new County Website. 
 
Training Achievements 
 
Since the last edition of Wight Scoutabout, the 
following people have completed ‘Getting Started’: 
Michael Grist (ASL), Sarah Burnham (ACSL), Glenn 
Loosemore (SA), Louise Metcalfe (ABSL), Andrew 
Neill (ASL), Phillip Symonds (ASL), Natasha 
Nightingale (ABSL) and Julian Wilkins (DESC).   
The following people have been recommended for 
their Wood Badge: Woody Cole (BSL), David 
Morrison (CSL), Pam Taplin (BSL), Sam Grist (BSL), 
Amanda Bampton (ABSL), Colin Cundall (GSL), 
Mandy Holloway (DC), Rob Kingswell (ASL), Sharon 
Barlow (ABSL), Richard Palmer (SL), Chris Rann 
(ASL), Gary Meek (SL and GSL), John Gulliver 
(LTM), David Hunt (ASL), David Turner (CTM) and 
Anna Tapp (ABSL).   
 
The Training Team would like to congratulate you all 
on your achievements. 
 
 
Training Dates 
 
See Diary Updates on page 4. 
 
To book onto training modules or events online, 
access the Training Diary at 
http://www.isleofwight-scouts.org.uk/ 
County/Training/Modules/TrainingSessions.aspx 
 
Alternatively you can contact Jane Fallick on 529458 
or jane.fallick@yahoo.com 
 

David Turner, 
County Training Manager 
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OTHER NEWS 

Big Day Out 2009   

This year’s Big Day Out was a success, with over 60 
young people leaving their details to find out more 
about local Groups.  Despite working very hard to 
get adult help, there were no firm commitments, 
though at least three ex-Scouts said they would help 
if their children joined!  The Mobile Display Unit was 
in use all the day, and the bouldering wall was 
especially popular. 
 
 
Island Scouts and the Tall Ships   
Based on an article written by Oliver Roome 
 
As the result of a chance conversation in the Royal 
Engineers Mess in Chatham in 1979, Oliver Roome 
provided many young Islanders with the opportunity 
of crewing the schooners of the Sail Training 
Association (now called the Tall Ships Youth Trust).  
From 1980 to 2003, he helped find over £100,000 
funding for this project which provided some 
amazing adventures for 230 young people from the 
Island, including 60 Scouts, both girls and boys. 
 
The original vessels were the Sir Winston Churchill 
and Malcolm Miller, both built in the 60’s.  They were 
150’ long, 3-masted topsail schooners, each carrying 
a crew of 55, which included 33 trainees and 5 
permanent crew. Cruises were usually for 14 days 
between March and December.  In 2000, they were 

replaced by 2 new, 
larger brigs, the 
Prince William and 
Stavros S Niarchos, 
2-masted square 
rigged vessels, each 
with a complement of 
66, including 48 
trainees.   

                 The Prince William               Sailing in the Schooners 
was an energetic, exciting and demanding activity of 
a kind never experienced before. The trainees 
carried out every activity on board and there were no 
passengers. The ships were sailed by day and night 
and watches were likely to be called out at any time 
to go aloft and shorten sail. Cruises of two weeks 
often covered 1,000 miles, invariably including one 
or more foreign ports, usually three in all. Teamwork 
was the essence of the game, and friendships were 
made for life with other shipmates. Almost without 
exception, participants came home bursting with 
excitement from the experience.  
 
The first 2 Island Scouts to sail in these ships were 
Julian Brown and Michael McCann, in 1980.  They 
were both Venture Scouts at 1st Chale and Niton. 
 

 
Duke of Kent’s visit to Osborne House   
 
On 15th September, the Duke of Kent visited 
Osborne House and we were asked to provide a 
Guard of Honour.  Everyone was delighted when the 
Duke didn’t choose just one person to speak to . . . 
he took the time to have a few words with everyone!  
 

 
 
James Wallace, the recently 
appointed Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet, 
was on duty. James is from 2nd 
Ryde Sea Scouts. 
 

   
 
 
 

And finally . . . 
 
The Island’s Jamboree candidates look forward to 
your support with their fundraising for Sweden 2011. 

 
 
 
 
 
Group Hug! 
 
Scouts and 
Explorers 
at the Jamboree 
Selection Weekend  
 
(see write-up on 
Page 1) 
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